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TURN ANITWAR ACTIONS INTO
AND I-CAP ITALIST POLIT ICS

) ‘xea'xv"o‘t» the Antiwsr Bourgeois ‘

The nature of capite. Lism 43 auch that it can be suffocated by its own
success, In regerd to the Viet'Nsm Wer,. seotiona of the bourgeois have had
too much of a good t.hing. Anather *social parasite of the Viet Nam War, the
antiwar movement, never seems to get enough, So again, we gather together in
reapectfu.l. hnpotenca to plan apother antiwar Yaction,™

The Young Sooialist All1lance (YQA) heralded 1969 as the "year of the

~ Mntivar GI,# The dying sntiwar movement would be “revitalized” by putting GIA.

in the front of peace psredes with the '"notables" (like that venerable hippy,
Dave DeL‘Linger) and by capitauzing on the soclal pstriotic and sentimental
slogan of "Bring The Troops Howe Now." Instesd, 1969 hss proven to be the .
"Year of the entiwsr Bourgeols," The pettiroggers and priesta of the liberal
bourgeois, the Josepli Clsrks end George McGoverns, minister to the libersl
_consoience as well as their sectionsl alass interests, Under soclal snd econ-
omic pressures generated by the War such as rising prices (giving rise to

- the relgn of Nixon The. Deﬂator), ,gold optﬂ?w (flowing into the numbered

- Swiss benk' Aéooutits. of the Saigén'.Thidu-Ky gangsters), tight oredit,lebor
shortages and incressed labor’ militancy, heve forced wmsny sectlons of the
bourgeois to join the YBring Sem Home™' cawmpaign. For exsmple, both Life end

- Time have joined the.benner-wsving ' black  srm band wearing X-thousand dead
GI8 since the Paris Pesce ta Tke be,vgan( or how about X-thousand dead GIs
since the anti-war movement began), L fe published, yearbook style, snap-
shots of GIS killed in ection for one month and Time gave front cover
prominence to the co'nbat-wear{ t.roop end hig desire to get the hell out,

The "Antiwar Bourgeois" are motivated neither by benevolence nor
stupidity, The soclal pressures, which forced certain sections of the
cepitalists to oppose the war are pregsures generated by cspitelism, Their
fight against tho wer is a fight to preserve cspitslism, They are in com-
plete sgreement with the Spread-Esglo Lifers in Congress like Mendel Rivers

on maintaining Awericen military eupreinacy Fhroughout the world and permanent
Cold Wexr Econouy st home. o ‘

‘The sntiwsr movement subutitutes its Pmass street actions” for the
soolal pressures: generstid by “in erielish war, The cock crows snd the sun
rises. Thé gntiwer loglons, srued.with buttons end flowers, crow “Peace Now”
", and_the bourgeols ghelve J ohnaon, Jstop™ the bombing and start the pesce

_',wt.ablo ‘rapping, The’ Snohliatn Workera ‘Paxty’ (SUP) which has seized the Peace
' Parade Pentagon and its OCS, Y‘!{\ have begome the most fervent exponents of t'°=

-, ¥his kind of logic, When they want Yo get tem in the streets, SWP-YSA corr-

eot‘ly pointa out thst the bou.rgeois sHellyed Johnson to replsce him with Super-

- Hewk Nixdny. the Pesee Ta Lks éare an attempt to win s DRV=NLF sell-out, the
bombing was not stopped but’ shiftod. tq the South, the total bombing of Viet
~:Nam * sctually incressed, snd that all: threo "peace concesslonsere used to
confuse and drug the war-woary massesg,’ At the game time, when SWP-YSA want
to trumpet the accomplishments of the ahk jwar movement they claim that the
ominous threat of twlce-akycar Peace paradeés has "scared" the bourgeolsie into
waking these "peace consessions”, Then"you must hold the antiwsr movement

. responsible for the consequencest' 1t is the entiwer movement that has . given

us Nixon end Laird, it is’ the antiimr movemont that has set up the Peace Table
for the DRV-ILF saLLv-out it 18 the sntiwar movement thet has intensified the

bombing in Viet ilam, end '.lt i3 the antiwar movement thet has drugged snd
confusod the Amerigan masseed, :

-
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It ‘1z true that the bourgeois could never dream of a drug more potent

‘than the "singlc-1ssuo street agtion” approach of tho antiwar movement whi
than th | trest act .. oh
- fosters the 41lusion that twice-a-year mini-pilgrimegos to somo public shrine

will bring peaco, Indeod it docs, but peacc only to the antiwar movemont,,

.Which slumbors.aimy until its noxt “action,”

Tho. antiwar movomont muat risO'ﬁp~from‘1ts slumbors, from tho stupor

_ of endless "stroct actions” and rocognizo thet only the organizcd working

-class has tho will end the soolal power to ond the Viet Nam War on our tomis-

tho imodlate withdrawal of all American troops from Viect Nam rothor than on

" tho torms of the Yentiwar bourgoois,® 4.0. the immodiato and unconditionsl withe

drawal of all DRV troops (which we aro already witncssing), a ncgotiated Korca
garrison stato solution, and the smashing of tho Victnameso Revolution,

The intivar Movement & Tho wgrkinglggags

The American bourgcois has bocn able to conduct an imporialist war with

- dupunity for six yoars, Why? Bocauso thero docs not cxist in this country a

mass indopandent working class porty in this country to wage the struggle

- against tho Viot Mam War, It 4s tho workers who sco their labor waastod, their

living and working conditions oroded, “tholr sons and brothers murdered, in a
distant wor that ovon most of the ruling class no longor wants, Their roaction

~-has been incrcased militancy on the picket 1lino to defond their working and

1iving conditions from tho cffects of tho war, At tho samo timc, workors have
moved poltieally to tho right as tho Wallace campaign, and morc recently, tho

- clections in les Angcles, Minneapolds, and New York so starkly roveal,

The antiwar movament s no substituto for building a labor party in this
country cithor in the fight for socilalism or in tho fight against tho war,
Irmediato withdrawel is tho corroct slogan, but bchind a slogan lies tho

- quostion that tho antiwar movemont daro not and cannot asks How 1s tho fight

for irmmodiate withdrawel, how is tho fight against the capltalist state with
its own plans for Viot Nem end futuro Vict Name to be conducted? The antiwar
movement cannot imagine any otherfstrpgglo" for imaedlate withdrawal than

. oarrying the slogan-on mass-proudecd placards in mass-produced parados,

What wo soe horo at tho Cloveland Gonforenco is tho attempt to give
orgenizational logltinscy to anothor "single 1ssuc strect action,” Of course
thore will bo a voteo on whothor or not to hold the Citizen's March in Washe

. ington but the deocision was roached long beforo the Conforence, Tho Cloveland

Arca Peace liction Council (CAPAC) and tho antiwar conferenco aro machinos. to
grind out another parasde, Why can CAPAC da no more?

SWP~Y34 colls orgenizations 1like CAPAC "united fronts.” In point of fact
tho only unity in "unitoed fronts® 1like CAPAC or tho Vict Wam Poace Parade
Cormittoo in Now York, is the unity of tho garbage hcap. Those groups oro
"Popular Fronts” not united fronts, and tho 1st law of motion for popular
fronts 1s tho low of political gravityt tho tondency for the program of such
e grouping to sink to tho lowost lovcl of the trash hoap, No matter how
revolutionary-sounding; tho program of SWP«YSA is on paper, once they block
with tho Stalinlsts, the liborals, the Qualkers and labor fokors, thoir politics

- déso0lves as quickly as an Alka Selzer in the stinking stagnant pond of Quaker-

faker liboral-pacifiolsm,

. For in Qntiwag Eo;ker-studggt Goneral Strike
The Student Mobilazation Cohmittoeb(SMC) will moot and dutifuldy voto ap-

proval of tho Washington Cltizen's March, In additlon thoy will approve a
“student etriko? againet the whr,: Tho McCarthylte sonior class prosidonts and

" student papor oditors, tho future pottifoggurs and pricsts for tho liberal bour-

gools, has changed tho namo from "striko? to "moratorium” to keep it all nico, roe

-.spoctablo chickon-shit. GI VOICE bolicves that tho studont STRIKE should be
- turnod into an entiwar workor-student generol strike, a one day work stoppage in

"both schools and shops,  Tho intonso radicalization of studonts has forced thom

to roediscovor in bistory and in tho French May cvents, tho rovblutipnary fole of
the working class, Six years of nogleoct will not bo ovorcome by ono day of
loafleting at the shop gates, - Nonetholoss, studonts can (and have) join in mili-
tant working-class struggles such as tho oil strike on tho West Coast, In order
to do eo thoy must smash tho ¥single-igsuc street aotion" drug of the antiwar
moveniont and rolato the comnon grievance of tho workors to tho political issucs
of the War and tho class naturo of the /fmerilcan state which generates wars like
Viot Ham for its own perpotuation, :
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The sbove leaflet was handed cut at the Cloveland M:ticnsl antiwar Conference,
Our predictions of what would oogqur were more than prodigilously vindicated: that

_ after the peace parado windbags had dredged’ up from thoir trash heap every hair-

" brained bleeding-heari peace stunt they had performed over the last four years, the
heap would bloom again and bring us a fall harvest of even more massive mass marches,
oven larger “readings of the war dead" (the peage movement's Thyestean festival),
even ____g.er-imper:lalist kamikaze~confrentatlons, even more entiwar recosses or 'mora-
toriums®, Hore of everything, eapaci&l’ly superlatives,

The reason that endless "street actions" do not end an endless war and have no
soclal consequence, is that the participents® actions do not have the social power to
oppose the captains and generals of blg business and finance who are completely mobil-
ized and united behind the war, Closing down the high schools and colleges may re-
floot the growlng radicallzation of students due to the Viet Nam War, tut shutting =
down the schools or marching in the stroets for oné day or one hundred days will not
-stop war-profit hungry capitaliats and the promotion-hungry brass from continuing the
ware The only social force whose interest is uncomprisingly opposged to the war and
which has the soclal power to oppose and defeat the warmongers 1s the working class.
The history of the antiwar movement is the history of lost opportunities to reach the
workding class, to build a bridge betuween radical youth and workers, and to include
viorkers in meaningful mass actions that can actually stop the war, Inhstead, the anti-
war movement has served to isolate radical students from militant workers more effec~
tively than any amount of lMeany *commie-hippy' baiting could have, Nothing is more
indicative of the oynical attitude of the antiuvar movement toward winning worker sup-
port than the position delegated to trade unions in the April 5 antiwar action in
New York. Trade unilong were sixteenth, in between Huniversity faculty” and “Democrats
and Republicans For Peace'y Also indicative is the inviting of labor-fakers llke Al
Evanoff to antiwar conferences as “representatives of labor', The movement wants a
few token workers like its fow token GIs asa another feather for 1ts peacock ass when

-4t goes courting the liberal-pacificists., And what could be more token than a labor-
faker Evanoff.

- Bvan 1f they were put up front of “street actions” with the GIs and "notables"
workers would hot give up the llets or & day at the beach to march arm-in-arm with Al
Evanoff and Dave Dellinger, Workers know fyom thelr experience in the labor movement
“that the way you fight profit-hungry hoases is not by Sunday atrolls but by weekday

s workstoppages, by hitting them in the pocket. The rocent militant upsurge of strikes,
many of them wildcats, aro directed ageinst the war related erosion of working and
living conditions, Vhils these strikes are often long and militant they generally -
have a low political levol. They occur in irolated trades and are further limited by
the trade pnion leadership., Though limited, these strikes are unconsciously antiwar
and anti~08pdtallstl Vhen workers go out on strike in a key industry they hit at the
guts of the war machine, disrupting the production and movement of war goods. To u~’
raise the political level of this strike wavey which is not an abstractlon but a con-
crete reality now, the current erosion of living standards must be shown to be re-
lated diroctly to the war and the need for united, nation-wlde general strikes of all

workers against the war, the Democratic and Republican war-machine engineers and the
trade union brass.

’ ‘

The rising militancy of workers will not by itself, or under the tutelage of
George iieany and lalter Reuther find independent politicel expression. Instead, it
will bo channelled into flag-loving and race-hating Wallace-Yorty camps or into the
liboral Kennoedy camp. Independent political action must be presented by the radical-
ized students and intellectuals, the gap between workers and radicals must be bridged
and they must learn togother how to wield mass political weapons like the strike.

In our Cleveland leaflet, GI ¥PICE preposed that the student strike scheduled for
14 Hov, be turned into a worker-s udent general strike, As we pointed out then, one
day of leafletting in front of the shopgates cannot overcome six years of neglect, ..
However, there are many concrete actlions in which radicals can join workers on the
picket line and interject the strileldemand in leaflets, liany unions already have
antivar positions on paper, these positions were formulated in response to rank and
file discontent, such as District 65 in Now Yorl, Radicals could approach those
unions and call for the rank and file to call their leadership’s bluff. At first the
responge will be restricted to & few unions but this exemplary action will have nas
tional implications and serve as a beacon for building a reoal movement against the
war. Such a movement 1s neither foreign to our times or our own history., In Japan
workers have effectively utopped the movement of war goods bound for Viet Nam from
passing through thelr country, At the end of WW II, in the U,S., a militant upsurge
of labor unrest matched with massive “Bring Us Home" demonstrations by GIs stationed
overseas, smashed the imperialist ambitions of the US ruling class to intervene in
the Chinese clvil war, and forced rapid demcbilization,
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_ Within the oI antivar movamont, GI VOICE calls for a soldiers! unlon to emphasize
-the olags alliance that GIs have with the organized working class in the fight against
the Viet Ham War and military oppression, and in order to defend their rightse. Uhilo
GIs cannot strike they fam.formunllroald korking alliance with labor struggles and
 ralse thelr owm stxuggle by interjecting the union demand at critical moments. For
oxample, at Ft, Jackson GIs United petitioned the brass for on-base facilities to
digcuss the war, raciemm, and harassment of their members., The petition was rejected
by the brass with the statament thaty "“The Ammy does not recognize a collective
bargaining unit representing members of the Army. Iembership in such an organization
is not :gecifically prohibited by law or regulation; however, many actions assoolated
with collective bargaining are inconsistant with the requirements of military disci- -
pline’, The brass, in their usual grudgling, underhanded way, admited that thosunion
demand was not, in itgelf, illegal. At this point the leadership of GIs United could
have saidt "Yeah, wo are the collective bargaining unit for our members, we aro a
soldier’s union, and we plan to take our struggle to the labor movement as well as
-the courts, the press, etc." They could have sent an lmmediate letter of support
or a reprosentative to the struggle of Charleston hospital workers, being gonducted
no more than one hundred miles away, and begwn forging a working alllance in their
Joint struggle for the right of assooiation and union recognition., Thls could have
" forced GIs United's struggle to the center of the labor movement, to the attention
of every worker at least in the South and on the east coast, in a way that all the
articles in the Timeg and all the petitions in the federal courts never could. GIs
United would then be in a position to raise the general strike demand within the

labor movement, both as an independent political action against the war and agalnst
their own military rgprossion,

However, the leadorship of GIs United was the same mis-leadership we find in the
antivar movement, the SUP-YS5A, - Instead of taking the class-struggle road of calling
for a soldiers union, forming a working alliange with the labor movement and inter-

' Jocting the demand for goneral strikes in their joint struggle against the war, GIs
United took the chickenshit road, claiming that they were not a collective bargain-
ing unit but only a discussion group amd please give us our rights, restricting the
struggle to a free spcech issue so that the only working alliance that could be
formed would be with the bourgeols press and courts, GIs United has teken the road .
that leads to endless free speech fights which initlally have some value as an organ-
izing toolvbut when repeated become absurd, just as the antiwar movement takes end-
.less strolls that lead only to more parades.

_ The role of the leadership in the antiwar movement and radical groups like SWP=

. ¥SA has been to keep radicals in the streets and away from workers and working-class
-politics just as the lleanys have done evorything to keep workers away from anything
political much less radical, Radicals, GIs and workers must throw out the Meany
misleaders in their respective organizations aud build a working alliance in the
fight against the war and war making state, JAs we have stressed tlme and agaln, this
alliance will not occur overnight., However, had the sections of the population
radicalized by the Viet lam War hegun the building of a working~olass movement rather
than the antiwar bowel movement, we would be well on the road to having the most
effective vieapon in fighting the wermongers, the union misloaders and the political
backwardness of the American working olass. a wvrkers party.

For six years the bourgooisio haa gotten away with war-profiteering and smashing
the Vietnameae Revolutlon. th‘one minute more, The Struggle Must Begln Now.

* TURN THE HOVELBER 14 STUDENI‘ STRJK... INTO A WORKER STUDENI GENERAL STRIKE
FOR BUILDIiG AN IMDEPENDENT WORKING CLASS POLITICAL PARTY
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